


 It is powerful interactive data visualization tool 

 It can be used to create maps and graphs which are fully 

customizable 

 Data visualization is enabled by Adobe Flash Player 

 It enables to explore statistics through its user-friendly 

interface 

 StatPlanet was produced by StatSilk, an Australian company 

founded by Frank van Cappelle 

 StatPlanet won the first prize of the World Bank's  

competition – Apps for Development in 2011 

 



 It is used by many different kinds of organizations such as 

UNESCO, International Association for the Evaluation of 

Educational Achievement, European Commission, World Bank 

and others 

 Company website features is a list with more than 400 

interactive world maps covering areas such as health, 

education, crime, economy, environment, population for all 

countries, which indicates a wide range of application 

 It can be used as education software for children (ages 9 and 

more) to learn about the world through interactive maps 



Features StatPlanet StatPlanet Plus StatPlanet Lite 

Shapefile map support no yes yes 

Custom Flash map support no yes yes 

Export (map, graphs…) no yes no 

Statistics (st.dev, range) no yes no 

Graph types 4 6 - 

Raster maps no yes no 

Advanced tables no yes no 

Cost: Desktop version, 
non-commercial 

free free free 



Map legend 

Customization options 

Map zoom 

Region selection panel 

Graph panel  

Indicator selection panel 



Folders obtained by downloading the StatPlanet Plus software 

from the company website http://www.statsilk.com/ are: 

 Custom_Flash_Maps 

 Shapefile_map_(ESRI) 

 USA_map 

 World_map 



User interface of the StatPlanet Plus application 
within the folder USA_map 



User interface of the StatPlanet Plus application 
within the folder World_map 



Creating an interactive map in the folder Shapefile_map_(ESRI) 

includes the following steps: 

 Downloading data 

 Importing shapefile map 

 Importing attribute data 

 User interface customization 



Croatian Bureau of Statistics (www.dzs.hr) 

 Croatia_county.shp – map of the Republic of Croatia 

with administrative division by counties 

 Croatia_municipality.shp – map of the Republic of Croatia 

with administrative division by cities/municipalities  



Map of the Republic of Croatia 
with administrative division by counties 



Map of the Republic of Croatia 
with administrative division by cities/municipalities 



Croatian Bureau of Statistics (www.dzs.hr) 

 Settlements and Population of the Republic of Croatia 

(1857 – 2001) 

 Data on areas, the number of cities, municipalities, 

settlements and former settlements by counties (2001) 

 Population by counties (1857 – 2001) 

 Census 2011 – First results 

 Data on the number enumerated persons, population, 

households, private households, housing units and  

residential units – apartments for permanent residence 

by counties and cities/municipalities 

 



 Merging downloaded shapefiles into one shapefile in QGIS 

 Importing the merged shapefile in StatPlanet Plus – copy to 
subfolder map in the folder Shapefile_map_ (ESRI) 

 Setting the merged shapefile in the file StatPlanet_data_editor 



File StatPlanet_data_editor.xlsm 
worksheet Import 



File StatPlanet_data_editor.xlsm – worksheet Text-Translations 



File StatPlanet_data_editor.xlsm – worksheet Settings 





 Worksheet Settings lists over 200 customization options to 
fully customize the user interface and functionality 

 Changing the color of interactive map and user interface 



 Worksheet Import – column ‘DESCRIPTION’ 

 For description of categories and indicators 



 Worksheet Import –  information needs to be added in the 
first row in the empty cell below the corresponding region 

 Region specific information can be shown in a popup when 
the mouse moves over the region in the map or graph panel 

 



 Worksheet Map regions – it can be added or modified ‘zoom-to’  



Interactive map of the Republic of Croatia 
administrative division by counties 



 

 

Interactive map of the Republic of Croatia 
administrative division by cities/municipalites  



Interactive map of the Republic of Croatia 
population changes by counties (1857 – 2011)  



Time series graph – population changes by the Zagreb 
County and the City of Zagreb (1857 – 2011) 



 The Barbara Petchenik Award was created by the 

International Cartographic Association (ICA) in 1993 

as a memorial for Barbara Petchenik 

 She was Vice President of the ICA and cartographer 

who had a lifelong interest in maps for children 

 The awards are given out every two years during the 

International Cartographic Conference 

 If possible, at least one award is given to each continent, 

with special attention paid to the age of the author 

 ICA member nations (including Croatia) send maps 

produced by children under 16 



 Barcelona 1995 

 Stockholm 1997 

 Ottawa 1999 

 Beijing 2001 

 Durban 2003 

 A Coruña 2005 

 Moscow 2007 

 Santiago 2009 

 Paris 2011 

 Dresden 2013 

The competition in Croatia was 

executed by the Section for 

Cartography of the Croatian 

Geodetic Society until 2001, and 

the Croatian Cartographic Society 

has organized since 2003. 



Anita Matković (age 14): Compass Card 
Stockholm 1997 – it was one of the winners 



Interactive map of the Republic of Croatia – number of 
children’s drawings submitted in the competition in 1995 



Interactive map of the Republic of Croatia – number of 
children’s drawings submitted in the competition in 2013 



Time series graph – number of children’s drawings 
submitted in 10 competitions 



 

 

Interactive map of the Republic of Croatia – number of primary 
schools submitted children’s drawings to the competition in 2013 






