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Who is Adolf Erik Nordenskiold?

Born: 18 November 1832
Helsinki, Finland.
Died: 12 August 1901, (aged 68)
Dalby6, Sodermanland, Sweden
Baron, botanist, geologist, mineralogist and arctic explorer
Swedish parents

Member of the prominent Finland-Swedish Nordenskiold family of
scientists.

In 1863 he merried Anna Maria Mannerheim, the aunt of Carl Gustaf
Emil Mannerheim.

Notable awards: Murchison Medal (1900).

Cheif of mineralogy at the Stockholm Riksmuseum. He created there
one of the greatest mineralogical collections in Europe.

Member of:
Parliament of Sweden and
Swedish Academy.
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Education

1849 he entered Imperial Alexander University in Helsinki in
mathematics and geology, and

applied himself especially to chemistry and mineralogy

Dissertation: ,,Om grafitens och chondroditens kristallformer”
(On the crystal forms of graphite and chondrodite)

1857 he left for Sweden.
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Nordenskiold's greatest popular fame:
polar journeys

D 1858 the first of his 10 arctic expeditions
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Each phase of expeditions organized Nordenskiold
with meticulous care.

1858, 1861 and 1864 arctic expeditions to
Spitsbergen islands, staffed with full range of
scientific ~ personnel as well as in all his
expeditions.

1868 steamer Sofia reached 81°42' North (before
being stopped by ice).

1870 trip to Greenland was to determine if dogs
could be used as beasts of burden in arctic
exploration, he penetrate 30 miles inland, the
farthest inland anyone had gone up to that time.
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Nordenskiold's greatest popular fame:
polar journeys

1858, 1861 and 1864 arctic expeditions to
Spitsbergen islands, staffed with full range of
scientific  personnel as well as in all his
expeditions.

1868 steamer Sofia reached 81°42"' North
(before being stopped by ice).

1870 trip to Greenland was to determine if
dogs could be used as beasts of burden in arctic
exploration, he penetrate 30 miles inland, the
farthest inland anyone had gone up to that time.

1872-1873 expeditions to Spitsbergen — ill
fated. Ships were frozen in, but Nordenski6ld
write a History of Swedish science 1718 — 1772
based on Transactions of the Swedesh
Academy of Science.
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Nordenskiold's greatest popular fame:
polar journeys

In 1875 he sailed from Norway to the Yenesi
River of Siberia.

In 1876 he repeated the voyage, delivered a
commercial cargo and proved the Kara Sea was
navigable.

The most famous of his arctic journeys was in
1878-1880 his ship whaler Vega.

Nils Adolf Erik Nordenskiold with the Vega.
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His VEGA expedition along the northern coast
of Euroasia he led in 1878 and 1879
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Adolf Erik Nordenskiold and Northeast Passage

commemorative coin

Adolf Erik Nordenskiold was recently
selected as the main motif for a high value
commemorative coin, the €10 Adolf Erik
Nordenskidld and Northeast Passage
commemorative coin, minted in 2007.

This issue celebrates the 175th anniversary
of the birth of the Finnish explorer and of
his discovery of the Northeast

Passage.

Description:

The issue is a part of the European series with
the eurostar mintmark, which iIn 2007
celebrates European achievements in history.
The obverse features an abstract portrait of
Nordenskitld at the helm of his ship. The
reverse is dominated by a pattern resembling
the labyrinth formed by adjacent ice floats.
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Honoutrs

The Laptev Sea had been originally named ""Nordenskiold Sea", after
this Arctic explorer.

The Nordenskidld Archipelago and the Nordenskiold crater on Mars
were also named in his honour.
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The Historian ot Early Cartography

As an explorer, Nordenskiold was naturally interested in the history of
Arctic exploration, especially as evidenced in old maps. This interest
In turn led him to collect and systematically study early maps. He is
today remembered for two substantial monographs, which both
Included many facsimiles, on early printed atlases and geographical
mapping and medieval marine charts, respectively the

Facsimile-Atlas to the Early History of Cartography (1889) and
Periplus (1897).

He left his huge personal collection of early maps to the
University of Helsinki,

and It was inscribed on
UNESCO's Memory of the World Register in 1997.

Zagreb Mirko Husak, MSc 10th Jubilee

October, 11th 2014 State Geodetic Administration Cartography and Geoinformation
International Conference



Briet Description
S e

Adolf Erik Nordenskiold:
(1889, reprint 1973):

Facsimile-Atlas to the Early History of
Cartography with Reproductions of the most
Important Maps Printed in the XV and XVI

Centuries

12



Briet Description:

Title-Page

Publisher’s Note

Introduction to the Dover Edition

Preface (A. E. Nordenskidld, Dalbyd, Aug. 15th 1889)
Contents

Addenda.

Index.

Atlas: 51 table of maps I. — LI.

Dover books of general interest: 68 Titles

Back-Page with the Facsimile-Atlas summary
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Title-Pages
Outside: Inside:
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FACSIMILE-ATLAS

THE EARLY HISTORY OF CARTOGRAPHY
WITH
REPRODUCTIONS OF THE MOST IMPORTANT MAPS
PRINTED IN THE XV AND XVI CENTURIES,

TRANSLATED FROM THE SWEDISH ORIGINAL
BY
JOHAN ADOLF EKELOF
ROY. SWED, NAVY
AND
CLEMENTS R. MARKHAM

C. B, F.R. 5.

NIV
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Publisher’s Note

“Wherever possible all maps within the text and all plates have been presented at the
size at which they originally appeared in the Stockholm, 1889, edition. Some
plates, however, beyond the press size available to us, and had to be reduced by
small amounts, generally from two to five per cent:

XVI, XIX-XX, XXH-XXIV, XXVI, XXIX-XXXVI, XXXVIII-XLII, XLIV-XLV,
XLIX-LI

A glossary of cities of publication that occur in the list of maps is found in p. x.
The Editors
New York, 1973

“This Dover edition, first published in 1973, is an unabridged and corrected
republication of the English edition originally published in Stockholm in 1889. A
new Introduction was written by J. B. Post especially for the Dover edition, and a
Publisher’s Note and Glossary of Cities of Publication have been also added.”

Copyright © 1973 by Dover Publications, Inc.
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Introduction to the Dover Edition

C. V. of Adolf Erik Nordenskidéld

“... Before Facsimile-Atlas there existed knowledge and interest but
after Facsimile-Atlas there existed systematic approach to
cartography. ...”

“The geographies of Ptolemy were for long the major source of
geographic knowledge. Nordenskidld begins Facsimile-Atlas by
examining the various editions and pseudo editions, and additions to
Ptolemy. Other broad headings into which he devides his study
Include non-Ptolemaic ancient maps, early mapping of the Age of
Discovery (including maps of New World), early terrestrial globes,
map projections, and the beginnings of modern cartography.”
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Preface

This work was originally written in Swedish and published under
the title: Facsimile-atlas till kartografiens aldsta historia
innehallande afbildningar af de vigtigaste kartor tryckta fore ar
1600, af A. E. Nordenskiold.

... this English edition was finished in March 1889 ...

Dalby0, Aug. 15th 1889. A. E. Nordenskio6ld.”
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Contents

I.  The geographical Atlas of Ptolemy. P. 1 - 9.

1. Editions of Ptolemy’s Geography. P. 9 — 29.

I11. Pseudo-editions of Ptolemy. Ptolemy’s errors and merits. P. 29 — 34.
IV. Ancient, not Ptolemaic maps. P. 35 - 52.

V. Extensions of Ptolemy’s Oikumene towards the north and north-west. P. 52
—61.

VI. The first maps of the New World, and of the newly discovered parts of
Africa and Asia. P. 62 — 71.

VII. Terrestrial globes from the 15th and the first part of 16th century. P. 71 —
83.

VI1Il. Map-projections. P. 84 — 98.
IX. Theend of the early period of cartography, 1520 — 1550. P. 98 — 116.

X.  The transition to, and beginning of the modern period. Jacopo Gastaldi.
Philip Apianus. Abraham Ortelius. Gerard Mercator. P. 116 — 134.
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Before I. ...

Maps reproduced by photolithography.
Maps and figures in the text.

GLOSSARY OF CITIES OF PUBLICATION THAT OCCUR IN THE
LIST OF MAPS
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Maps reproduced by photolithography:.
Maps and figures in the text.
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I. The geographical Atlas of Ptolemy. P.1-9.
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II. Editions of Ptolemy’s Geography. P. 9 —
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II1. Pseudo-editions of Ptolemy. Ptolemy’s
errors and merits. P. 29 — 34.
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IV. Ancient, not Ptolemaic maps. P. 35 — 52.
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V. Extensions of Ptolemy’s Oikumene
towards the north and north-west. P. 52 — 61.
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VI. The first maps of the New World, and of the
newly discovered parts of Africa and Asia. P. 62 —
71.
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VII. Terrestrial globes from the 15th and the
first part of 16th century. P. 71 — 83.
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VIII. Map-projections. P. 84 — 98.
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IX. The end of the early period of
cartography, 1520 — 1550. P. 98 — 116.
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X. The transition to, and beginning of the modern
period. Jacopo Gastaldi. Philip Apianus. Abraham
Ortelius. Gerard Mercator. P. 116 — 134.
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Addenda. P. 135 — 136.
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Index. P. 137 — 141.
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Tables of Ptolemy: P. I. — L., 1°0f 5°

. — XXVII. PTOLEMAUS OF ROMA 1490.

XXVIIl. GEOGRAPHIA DI FRANCESCO BERLINGHIERI
(FIRENZE CIRCA 1478.)

XXIX. PTOLEMAUS ULMZA 1482.
XXX. TABULA REGIONUM SEPTENTRIONALIUM (C. 1467)

XXXI. GREGORIUS REISCH, MARGARITA PHILOSOPHICA.
FRIBURGI 1503.

XXXII. RUYSCH, UNIVERSALIOR COGNITI ORBIS TABULA EX
RECENTIBUS CONFECTA OBSERVATIONIBUS,
PTOLEMAUS, ROMA 1508.

XXXII. PTOLEMAUS EDITIO BERNARDI SYLVANI. VENETIIS
1511.
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Tables of Ptolemy: P. I. — L., 2°0f 5°

XXXIV. JOANNES DE STOBNICZA, INTRODUCTIO IN PTHOLOMEI
COSMOGRAPHIAM, CRACOUIE 1512.

XXXV. HYDROGRAPHIA SIVE CHARTA MARINA, PTOLEMAUS
ARGENTINZ 1513.

XXXVI. TABULA OCEANI OCCIDENTALIS SEU TERRA NOVAE,
PTOLEMAEUS ARGENTINA 1513.

XXXVII. (1)
LUDOVICUS BOULENGER 1514

XXXVII. (2) MAPPA MUNDI AD GLOBUM INDUCENDUM, LUSTRO TERTIO
SECULI XVI. IN LIGNUM INCISA

XXXVII. (1) GREGORIUS REISCH, MARGARITA PHILOSOPHICA NOVA.
STRASSBURG 1515.

XXXVIII. (2) PETRUS APIANUS 1520. JOANNIS CAMERTIS MINORITANI IN
C. JULII SOLINI TTOAYIXTQPA ENARRATIONES. VIENNA 1520.
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Tables of Ptolemy: P. I. — 1., 3°0f 5°

XXXIX. (1) LAURENTIUS FRISIUS. PTOLEMAUS,
ARGENTORATI 1522.

XXXIX. (2) LIBRO DI BENEDETTO BORDONE. VINEGIA 1528.

XL. (1) MAPPA MUNDI AUCTORIS INCERTI, NORMBERGZ C.
1540 (?)

XL. (2) CASPAR VOPEL 1543.

XL. (3) FRANCISCUS DEMONGENET 1552.

XLI. (1) ROBERT THORNE 1527.

XLI. (2) ORONTIUS FINAEUS 1531.

XLII. SIM. GRYN/AUS, NOVUS ORBIS. BASILE/ 1532.

XLI1l. GERARDUS MERCATOR 1538.
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Tables of Ptolemy: P. I. — L., 4°0f 5°

XLIV. (1) PTOLEMAUS, BASILEA 1540.

XLIV. (2) JOH. HONTERUS, RUDIMENTA COSMOGRAPHICA.
TIGURI 1546.

XLIV. (3) COSMOGRAPHICA PETRI APIANI, PER GEMMAM
FRISIUM ILLUSTRATA. PARISIIS 1551.

XLIV. (4) COSMOGRAPHICA PETRI APIANI, PER GEMMAM
FRISIUM ILLUSTRATA. PARISIIS 1551.

XLV. (1) PTOLEMAUS. VENETIA, 1561.

XLV. (2-3) LA GEOGRAPHIA DI CLAUDIO PTOLEMEO.
VENETIA, 1548.

XLV. (4) HIERONYMO GIRAVA, DOS LIBROS DE
COSMOGRAPHIA. MILAN 1556.
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Tables of Ptolemy: P. I. — .., 5°0f 5°

XLVI. ABR. ORTELIUS, THEATRUM ORBIS TERRARUM. ANTVERPIA 1570.
XLVII. MERCATOR 1587.

XLVIIl. CORNELIUS DE JUDAIS, SPECULUM PRBIS TERRA. ANTVERPIA
1593.

XLIX. (1) JOANNES MYRITIUS, OPUSCULUM GEOGRAPHICUM RARUM.
INGOSTALDI 1590.

XLIX. (2) L’ISOLE PIU FAMOSE DEL MONDO. DESCRITTE DA THOMASO
PORCACCHI. VENETIA MDLXXII.

XLIX. (3) MATTHIAS QUADUS, FASCICULUS GEOGRAPHICUS. KOLN 1608.
L. RICHARD HAKLUY'T, THE PRINCIPAL NAVIGATIONS. LONDON 1599.

LI. (16 maps) CORNELIUS WYTFLIET, DESCRIPTIONIS PTOLEMAICA
AUGMENTUM. LOVANII 1597.
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VI. PTOLEM/

LUS OF ROM/

Adriatic Sea and Croatia

i 1490.
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XLITT. GERARDUS MERCATOR 1538.
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XLVI. ABR. ORTELIUS, THEATRUM ORBIS
TERRARUM. ANTVERPIA 1570.
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XLVII. MERCATOR 1587.
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[.. RICHARD HAKLUYT, THE PRINCIPAL
NAVIGATIONS. LONDON 1599.
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LI (16 maps) CORNELIUS WYTFLIET,
DESCRIPTIONIS PTOLEMAICA AUGMENTUM.
LOVANII 1597.
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Adolf Erik Nordenskiold (1889, reprint 1973):
Facsimile-Atlas to the Early History of Cartography with

reproductions of the most Important Maps Printed in the XV and
XVI Centuries.
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