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The Wayfinding Scenario  

 

mapping is.. 

way of communication 

rule based 

Aim for objectiveness 

process oriented 

 

 



Agenda 

 

• Cartography and Art? 

• Lost Emotions 

• Artefacts and Processes 

• The Impact of Technology 



About modern cartography 

 

 

 

 

 
Goal of cartography =  

Efficient transmission of spatial information 

 



Dualism: accuracy vs. aesthetics 
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Engineered Cartography 
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User-defined thematic maps 



User-defined thematic maps 



Collaborative Mapping 



Collaborative Mapping 
Report sexual harassment in Egypt, http://harassmap.org/ (möglich über SMS, Mail, Twitter, Online-Formular) 
Based on tools by Ushahidi, http://www.ushahidi.com/ 

http://harassmap.org/
http://www.ushahidi.com/


Collaborative Mapping 
Überwachung aktueller Satellitenbilder aus Regenwäldern um illegaler Abholzung Einhalt zu gebieten, http://deforestaction.codeplex.com/ 
(via http://irevolution.net) 

http://deforestaction.codeplex.com/
http://irevolution.net/


User-defined base maps 
z.B. mit CloudMade, Google Maps API v3 oder stepmap.de (Abb.: http://scribblemaps.com, http://maps.cloudmade.com) 
Nachteil: Gestaltung lesbarer und für den Anwendungszweck sinnvoller Grundlagenkarten ist  eine komplexe Aufgabe 

http://scribblemaps.com/
http://maps.cloudmade.com/


Problematic Visualizations 
Schlechte Lesbarkeit aufgrund fehlendem oder mangelhaftem Clustering, z.B. http://www.savethepostoffice.com/raoi-closing-map 

Clustering-Tools sind mittlerweile vorhanden. Allerdings fehlen noch gute geographische Clustering-Lösungen (z.B. basierend auf Grenzen) 

http://www.savethepostoffice.com/raoi-closing-map
http://www.savethepostoffice.com/raoi-closing-map
http://www.savethepostoffice.com/raoi-closing-map
http://www.savethepostoffice.com/raoi-closing-map
http://www.savethepostoffice.com/raoi-closing-map


Problematic Visualizations 
Schlechte Lesbarkeit von Overlays, z.B. http://crisislanding.appspot.com/ 

http://crisislanding.appspot.com/


Problematic Visualizations 
Eine thematische Umsetzung der Daten würde die Lesbarkeit erheblich vereinfachen, z.B. http://www.mibazaar.com/healthcare/bingedrinkingstates.html  

http://www.mibazaar.com/healthcare/bingedrinkingstates.html


http://googlegeodevelopers.blogspot.com/2009/04/markerclusterer-solution-to-too-many.html 



Clustering problem at DUIMaps 



Clustering problem at purple moments 



Real-time Twitter  



Augmented Reality 
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mapping is.. 

way of communication 

process oriented 

multimedia 

interactive 

emotional 

adaptive 
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Dualism: accuracy vs. aesthetics 



Dualism: accuracy vs. aesthetics 
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..Lost Emotions 

 
maps are standardised, using a common set of  

fixed symbolization 

 

emotional aspects have been lost 

 - in terms of syntax as in former historical maps 

 - in terms of semantics and pragmatics as in  

  cartographic ways of communicating 
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..engineering the syntactical dimension 
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..engineering the pragmatic dimension 

 

The strength of an emotional attachment for a 

particular place in space embedded in memory, 

by an individual, influences our structuring of 

space, esp. wayfinding 
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International Cartographic Association 
Commissions 



International Cartographic Association 
 
 
International Cartographic Conference  
 August 2013, Dresden, Germany  
 www.icc2013.org 

 



International Cartographic Association 
www.icaci.org 



Strategies 
Education 
 
 
 
International Master of Science „Cartography“ 
TU Munich, TU Vienna, TU Dresden 
http://cartographymaster.eu  
   call for applications open now 
 

 


